Seminar 1

1. What is your idea of phonetics?

2. What is the role of phonetics in language teaching?

3. What is meant by phonetics as a science?

4. Prove that phonetics is a basic branch of linguistics.

5. How is phonetics connected with other branches of linguistics?

6. What is the object of phonetics on the expression and on the content level?

7. Explain the connection of phonetics with non-linguistic sciences.

8. What interdisciplinary subjects does phonetics overlap with?

9. Name the 6 stages of speech chain production.

10. Comment on the peculiarities of the stages made on the part of the speaker.

11. Comment on the peculiarities of the stages made on the part of the listener.

12. What are the levels of speech production? How do they correlate with the aspects of sound phenomena?

13. Characterize the articulatory aspect of phonetics. List the organs of speech that are included in the:

a) power mechanism;

b) vibration mechanism;

c) resonator mechanism;

d) obstruction mechanism.

14. Discuss the object of the acoustic aspect of phonetics. What are its main ides?

15. What does the auditory aspect of phonetics concern?

16. What is the aim of the functional aspect of phonetics?

17. Speak about phonetics as a system. What subdivisions does it include?

18. Name the segmental and suprasegmental units of phonetics.

19. Give the definition of phonetics.

20. What components of the phonetic system do you know? Characterize each of them.

21. Speak about the main branches of phonetics defined according to the object of the study. What is implied by the term 'phonology'?

22. State the difference between general and special phonetics.

23. Discuss the peculiarities of historical and contemporary phonetics.

24. What are the objects and methods of theoretical and practical phonetics?

25. What methods of phonetic analysis do you know? Give examples of each of them.

Seminar 2
1. What is the phoneme? Give the definition.

2. Explain the essence of the materialistic conception of the phoneme.

3. Discuss the aspects that the phoneme includes. Why none of them can be ignored?

4. Give examples of the distinctive, constitutive and recognitive functions of the phoneme.

5. What is the difference between phonemes and allophones? Which of these notions serves as the representation of distinctive features of a speech sound? What is the representation of non-distinctive features?

6. What types of non-distinctive features of the phoneme do you know? Give examples.

7. Is it important to differentiate between the principal and subsidiary allophones of the phoneme? Why?

8. What units represent the realization of allophones in actual speech? Explain the connection between phonemes and phones.

9. Comment on the difference between phonological and phonetic mistakes. State whether it is useful in teaching practice.

10. What types of transcription do you know? Which one would you prefer in pronunciation teaching? Why?

11. Speak about the main phonological schools. Discuss the ideas represented in:

a) the psychological view of the phoneme;

b) the functional view of the phoneme;

c) the abstract view of the phoneme;

d) the physical view of the phoneme;

e) the materialistic view of the phoneme.

12. What methods of phonemic analysis do you know?

13. Give a brief overview of the distributional method. State if there are any lacks in this approach.

14. Explain the essence of the semantic method. Does it get a wide acknowledgement in linguistics?

15. Discuss the classification of phonological oppositions. Give your own examples representing each type of opposition.

Seminar 3

1. Give reasons why the opposition 'vowels vs. consonants' is considered to be a linguistic universal.

2. How is the distinction between vowels and consonants understood on the material side of phonetic units' representation?

3. What is the way to represent vowels and consonants on the functional level?

4. Characterize consonants as a class of speech sounds. How many consonant phonemes exist in English?

5. Point out the main principles of consonant classification. Explain the divergences of the articulatory and phonological classifications.

6. Give an overview of the articulatory classification of consonants compared to their phonological classification. Discuss the relevance of the following points:

a) the degree of noise and the manner of articulation;

b) the place of articulation;

c) the presence or absence of voice;

d) the position of the soft palate.

7. Characterize vowels as a class of speech sounds. How many vowel phonemes exist in English?

8. Point out the main principles of vowel classification. Explain the divergences of the articulatory and phonological classifications.

9. Give an overview of the articulatory classification of vowels compared to their phonological classification. Discuss the relevance of the following points:

a) the stability of articulation;

b) the tongue position;

c) the vowel length;

d) the lip position;

e) the vowel tenseness and the character of the vowel end.

10. What criteria - articulatory or phonological - are more suitable in the view of teaching pronunciation? Why?

11. State the essence of the problem of affricates in phonology. What questions should be solved in connection with this problem?

12. What approaches regarding the problem of affricates exist in home and foreign linguistics? Which one is the most suitable in your opinion? Why?

13. State the essence of the problem of diphthongs affricates in phonology. What questions should be solved in connection with this problem?

14. Discuss the nature of English diphthongs and prove their monophonemic character.

15. What can you say concerning the problem of diphthongoids?

16. Discuss the importance of the division of English vowels into monophthongs, diphthongs and dipthongoids in connection with language teaching.

17. Give an account of factors that can influence the quantity of the vowel.

18. Can vowel length differentiate the meaning? Why does this question constitute the subject of controversy among home and foreign linguists?

19. What are the laws characterizing any language system according to V.A. Vassilyev? How does this statement explain the connection between the quantity and quality of vowels.

20. What can you say concerning the status of the phoneme [as]?
Seminar 4
1. What are the main types of sound junction in English?

2. Name and characterize the stages of articulation, when speech sounds are pronounced in isolation.

3. Explain the notions of interpenetration and merging of stages of articulation.

4. Characterize the combinative and positional changes of articulation. What types of units are they caused by? Give examples.

5. Comment on the term 'sound modifications'. What types of variations do they concern? What units do they characterize?

6. Give an overview of consonant modifications in modern English. Discuss the following variations and give your own examples to illustrate each of them:

a) assimilation;

b) accommodation;

c) elision;

d) insertion.

7.
Speak about vowel modifications in modern English. Discuss the following variations
and give your own examples to illustrate each of them:

a) reduction;

b) elision

8. What do you know about complex vowel and consonant modifications?

9. Comment on the term 'sound alternations'. What types of variations do they conern? What units do they characterize?

10. What types of sound alternations are presented in the English language?

11. Discuss the peculiarities of historical alternations. Illustrate your words examples.

12. What do contextual alternations concern?

13. Is there any difference between the study of contextual alternations from that of modifications? Prove your opinion.

14. How are the problems of contextual alternations and phoneme identification connected? Is it important the case of the English language?

15. Why is the problem of phoneme identification significant for the Russian language? Does it get a single interpretation in home linguistics?

16. Survey the conceptions of phonemic neutralization, put forward by scholars different linguistic trends. Comment on the theories presented by:

a) Moscow phonological school;

b) St. Petersburg phonological school;

c) Prague phonological school.

Seminar 5
1. What is a syllable? How would you define it in a general sense?

2.
Interpret different theories that study the syllable. Consider the following:

a) the expiratory theory;

b) the sonority theory;

c) the theory of muscular tension;

d) the loudness theory.

3. Give the definition of the syllable as a sum of features, characteristic of this suprasegmental unit.

4. What are the two aspects that determine the problem of the study of syllable?

5. What is syllable formation in the English language based on?

6. Give an overview of different classifications of syllables types. Illustrate what you are going to say.

7. Discuss the peculiarities of consonant distribution in the structure of English syllables. Give your own examples.

8. Give a generalized formula of an English syllable. What parts does it consist of?

9. What type of syllable makes up the basis of syllable formation in English?

10. What is the essence of syllable division in the English language?

11. List and explain the basic rules for syllable division in the English language.

12. Why is it sometimes difficult to define syllable boundary within English words?

13. What functions does a syllable perform?

14. Characterize the syllabic functions one by one. Suggest evidence for each of them with the help of examples.

15. Explain the notion of juncture. How is it connected with the realization of syllabic functions?

16. What is the difference between phonetic and orthographic representations of syllables?

17. What methods of syllable division in writing do you know?

18. List the rules for syllable separation. Give your own examples.

Seminar 6
1. Prove that the syllabic and accentual structures of words are closely connected.

2. What definitions of the term 'word stress' do you know? Which one do you consider to be the most appropriate?

3. Name and characterize the components determining the nature of word stress.

4. Discuss the nature of English word stress. What is the traditional approach? What approach does modern phonology suggest? Illustrate your opinion.

5. What differences can you trace between word stress in English and in Russian?

6. Speak about the classification of languages into those with fixed stress and those with free stress.

7. What are the tendencies of the placement of stress in English words?

8. Give a brief overview of a general classification of word stress made on the basis of the degree of prominence.

9. How many degrees of word stress are possible? Discuss the opinions of:

a) Russian linguists;

b) British linguists;

c) American linguists.

10. Explain the peculiarities of polysyllabic words in English, which concern the degrees of word stress. Are these retained in connected speech?

11. What differences can you notice in the degrees and the position of word stress in the English and Russian languages?

12. Give an account of the distribution of English vowel and consonant phonemes in stressed syllables.

13. What functions does word stress perform?

14. Give a definition of the term 'accenteme'. Where is it studied? What types of accentemes do you know?

15. What are the functions of accentuation oppositions?

16. What tendencies effect the position of word stress in English?

17. Speak about the recessive tendency. Give examples to illustrate its influence on borrowings in English.

18. What caused the appearance of rhythmical tendency?

19. Prove the interrelation of both tendencies in the accentual structure of English words.

20. What peculiarity marks the accentual structure of English words with retentive tendency?

21. Which tendency prevails in modern English?

22. What are the most typical stress patterns of English words? What other stress patterns do you know? Give examples to illustrate them.

23. Is the accentual structure of English stable? Why? / Why not?

24. What is the connection of word stress and sentence stress? Comment on the similar and different features of these phenomena.

25. Why does the study of the accentual structure of English words causes difficulties for language learners?

Seminar 7
1. Why is intonation viewed as a language universal?

2. What are the levels of studying intonation? What language aspects do they comprise?

3. Discuss the priorities in the linguistic study of intonation in foreign linguistics. Explain the essence of the theories by:

a) H. Sweet;

b) M. Halliday;

c) K.Pike;

d) D. Crystal.

4. Give your arguments for the definition of intonation suggested by Russian linguists.

5. What is the difference between the terms 'intonation' and 'prosody'?

6. Define the term 'intonation pattern'. How is it related to the term 'intonation group'?

7. What components form the structure of an intonation pattern?

8. What does the pitch component of intonation include?

9. What effect is achieved by variations in the direction of pitch?

10. What nuclear tones are distinguished in modern English? Which of them do you think to be necessary for pronunciation teaching? Why?

11. What other pitch parameters are important in modifying the contour of an intonation pattern?

12. Characterize the loudness component of intonation. Suggest your reasons for its connection with the pitch component.

13. What does the term 'tempo' imply? Explain the peculiarities of rate and pausation.

14. How is the prosodic system of the English language formed and actualized in the process of communication?

15. Speak on the structure of the intonation pattern.

16. Discuss the pre-nuclear and terminal parts of the intonation pattern. Which has the greatest functional value? Why?

17. Which parts of the intonation pattern are optional? Give your reasons.

18. What are the ways of representing intonation?

19. How is the functional aspect of intonation presented in foreign linguistics?

20. What conception of the functional level of intonation is followed in home linguistics?

21. State the value of the communicative function of intonation.

22. What functions of intonation are important for language teaching? Characterize the role of these functions in the process of communication.

23. Suggest examples for the distinctive function of intonation.

24. Prove that intonation is a unit of phonology.

25. Give the classification of phonological units. Illustrate its main ideas with the help of tonemes.

Seminar 8
1. State the difference between spoken and written language.

2. Can spoken language be the object of theoretical investigation? Why? / Why not?

3. What factors influence pronunciation?

4. Define the object of phonovarianthology.

5. What is your idea of the national variant of a language? How do they appear?

6. What groups of national variants of the English language are distinguished? List variants included into each of them. Name the most widely used national variants of English.

7. What is meant by the terms 'dialect' and 'accent'? What types of accents do you know?

8. How can you define the term 'national pronunciation standard'? Give reasons for the fact that it is not homogeneous.

9. Speak about the origin and development of RP. Is it relevant nowadays?

10. Prove that the BBC English can be considered a new pronunciation model. What factors caused its appearance?

11. What components of the pronunciation system of English are subjected to changes? Give an account of:

a) the main changes in vowels;

b) the main changes in consonants;

c) combinative changes.

12. What types of American pronunciation are distinguished? Explain the peculiarities of each type.

13. Give arguments pro and contra the treatment of GA as a standard pronunciation type in American English.

14. Comment on the main peculiarities of American pronunciation. Discuss specific features in:

a) vowel pronunciation;

b) consonant pronunciation;

c) placement of stress;

d) intonation patterns.

15. Is it possible to consider certain peculiarities observed in the pronunciation of foreign speakers as the rise of new variants of English? Explain your point of view.

16. What is the object of phonostylisties?

17. Name the main components of speech communication and prove their interrelation.

18. State the difference between the style-forming and style-differentiating factors.

19. Give the classification of style-forming factors. Which factor is the most significant? Why?

20. Give an overview of other style-forming factors.

21. What variations do the style-differentiating factors imply? Give a brief characterization.

22. Is it possible to determine the style of speech according to phonetic variations only? Why? / Why not?

23.
Speak about different classifications of phonetic styles. Discuss this problem in
connection with:

a) functional styles;

b) degrees of formality and familiarity;

c) style-forming factors.

24. Which of these classifications is the most relevant in your opinion? Give your reasons.

25. Comment on the following statement: 'any style is seldom realized in its pure form'.
